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of the Metropolis of the   Empire will do  well  to   grant the prayer of
the Tamil memorialists.
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347. INDIANS ON THE MINES

Mr. Lyttelton has replied in the Imperial Parliament to Sir M. M.
Bhownaggree's question as to the treatment of Indians on the mines. The
reply is unsatisfactory in the extreme. Mr. Lyttelton said he was not
aware that anything warranted such an enquiry; but when he receives
the reports of the latest cases, he may alter his opinion. The fact of these
unsavoury cases continually cropping up is quite sufficient warrant for a
rigid and impartial enquiry. Mr. Lyttelton added that there was a Protec-
tor of Indians in Natal, thereby suggesting that he was the person to
move in the matter. But we have not heard that he has done so. Com-
menting on Mr. Lyttelton's reply, which it regards as unsatisfactory. The
Natal Witness reiterates the demand for an enquiry. With regard to the
Protector of Indians, the Witness says:

We know there is such an official, but the mine employees contend that they
are prevented from approaching him, and that in itself is an assertion that needs
looking into.
And it adds :

If our Government fails to recognise its duty in these matters, it is to be hoped
the question will not be lost sight of at home, and that influence will be exerted
in the right direction from that quarter. Better, however, if the enquiry were
instituted without such pressure, and these ugly charges proved or disproved
once and for all.

We hope these cases will be brought to the notice of the Government of
India, who, from past experience, will not be so easily satisfied as Mr.
Lyttelton. But the best thing of all would be for the Natal Government
to institute an enquiry on its own initiative, as our contemporary suggests,
and probe the matter to the bottom without delay.
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348. MALARIA IN DURBAN
Malaria has been raging in Durban with great virulence. There
were only 12 cases in last January, but the number of persons attacked
during March was 612. The figure is alarming. The only relieving
feature is that the rate of mortality is not high. Again, according to Dr.
Murison, it is largely women, children and others, who mostly keep
indoors, that have caught the infection. And it is pointed out that it has
spread through mosquitoes from Zululand. Dr. Murison suggests the
following preventive measures.